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Argument 1
Jaeger, K. (2020, September 8). “Congressional Committee Approves Marijuana Bill That Will Allow Research On Dispensary Cannabis.” Marijuana Moment. Retrieved online from https://www.marijuanamoment.net/congressional-committee-approves-marijuana-bill-that-will-allow-research-on-dispensary-cannabis/ 

Excerpt: A House committee on Wednesday approved key piece of marijuana research legislation that, among other things, would allow scientists to finally study cannabis from state-legal dispensaries. “I believe there are signs that medical marijuana can be beneficial when used the proper setting for treatment of certain medical conditions,” Rep. Morgan Griffith (R-VA). “But the truth is, we don’t really have enough research and we don’t really know what it’s about.” “The problem is we don’t have enough research to convince people that we need to go forward with this as a medicinal product,” Griffith said. “I believe that research can answer a lot of the questions we have about using marijuana as a legitimate medicinal tool in our doctors’ cabinets and in our cabinets.”

Claim: Marijuana is a medical product and researching on it in the context of local dispensaries should be allowed
Data: Marijuana has proved to be a useful medicinal product in the treatment of serious illnesses such as cancer, glaucoma, multiple sclerosis, epilepsy, AIDS, and physical pain among others. The argument recognized that there are many barriers to parties interested in research on the plant, especially for medical purposes. According to the argument, there is a need for the removal of red tape posing in the form of regulations and requirements for registration before parties engage in research on the plant.
Warrant: If the sale of marijuana for medical purposes is allowed in the local community settings, so should its research on the medical outcomes on the people. Chairman Frank Pallone (D-NJ) was adamant that it is about time the United States has legislation that allows research on cannabis on local dispensary settings. The chairman indicated that the passing of the law to allow such would imply having legislation that “takes us in the right direction by reducing barriers to cannabis research” (Jaeger, 2020 September 8).
Qualifier: The number of states legalizing medical marijuana is increasing by the day. The argument notes, “Initially, the legislation simply stipulated that researchers could access marijuana from additional federally approved private manufacturers.” This has been reversed by an amendment that was done on September 8, 2020, which will allow relevant and interested parties to research the local dispensaries’ level with little involvement of the federal government. 

Backing: Researching in dispensaries implies the researchers will be better positioned to collect and analyze primary data on the benefits and outcomes of medical marijuana
Rebuttal: There is a risk for heightened abuse of the product when it is readily available in the local community settings
Argument 2

Miller, S. & Weaver, J. (2020 September 11). “Fauci says U.S. won't get back to normal until late 2021.” Nbcnews. https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/fauci-says-us-won-t-get-back-normal-until-late-n1239882 
Excerpt: “Even as movie theaters, gyms and salons are opening and some states are allowing limited indoor dining, daily life in the U.S. won't get back to normal until late 2021 when a vaccine for COVID-19 could be widely distributed,” the nation's leading infectious disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, said Friday. "But by the time you mobilize the distribution of the vaccine and get a majority or more of the population vaccinated and protected, that’s likely not going to happen until the end of 2021...If you’re talking about getting back to a degree of normality prior to COVID; it’s going to be well into 2021, towards the end of 2021."

Claim: The nation’s top infectious disease expert, Dr Anthony Fauci is making an expert prognosis based on the trends witnessed in experiments and clinical trials involved in seeking a vaccine for the global pandemic
Data: As the nation’s leading expert in the field, Dr Fauci has top-level access to all the information regarding research undertakings in search for the vaccine.
Warrant: Dr Fauci is speaking from the perspective of a medical professional, who relies on evidence-based information to make decisions and judgments about a disease, its nature, occurrence, and outcomes. 
Qualifier: It is not entirely true that the predictions of the doctor are precise. Scientific breakthroughs have proved to have a capricious nature in the past. It is also important to remember that the coronavirus is one that the world has not dealt with before. It is novel in nature and researchers are only beginning to comprehend its true nature.  
Backing: Unlike the politicians, such as President Donald Trump, Dr Fauci offers his point of view with full knowledge of the nature of the virus under question and what the players in the healthcare industry know about similar viruses. There is also the aspect of past experiences of initiatives of developing vaccines during times of such outbreaks.
Rebuttal: there is the possibility that the vaccine may be developed elsewhere in the world apart from the United States and all the federal government will have to do is to secure the resources to purchase it before it distributes it to the citizens. 
